2024 Rules and Guidelines
Northtowne Defiance Farmers Market

Updated: March 2024

The farmers market is open to all producers and artisans with homemade items, that
have a dedicated interest in a successful market that will benefit producers, artisans,
and the community.

. Market Locations are:
Defiance, OH When: Every
Wednesday: 11:00am —3:00pm or later depending on customers

Saturday: 9:00am — 1:00pm or later depending on customers
Market runs May 1, 2024 thru October 30, 2024

Vendor registration: All vendors must be registered and sign the rules and guideline
forms. Registration forms are available at:

a. https://defiance.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/farmers-market
b. Another farmers market vendor

c. OSU Extension Defiance Office

Vendor Fee:
Location: Fee: Checks Payable to: Send Registration to:
Defiance S50 for Defiance Farmers James Myers
the season Market 24109 County Rd. E 50
or $10 per Stryker, OH 43557

day

Market spaces are available on a first come first serve basis and space will be 20’
Frontage (which is 2 parking spots), and as deep as you need. Please leave enough
room between you and your neighbor so that customers can walk down the sides of
their tables to look at what is for sale, also trying not to leave a large gap that a car can
try to drive thru for safety of our vendors and customers.

Vendors shall not begin setting up their spaces more than 90 minutes before the
opening times. Nothing should be set out or set up in your vending spot until the time
mentioned above. Vendors can begin closing their space at market closing time or later
if there are customers still shopping. If you should have to close early that is up to the
vender.
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11.

12.

13.
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Label of Origin: Vendors are Required to provide labeling for all products as to its
origin. Label may include individual tags or stickers on each item or signage by whole
table or display. For example, include: “Own Grown”, “Grown by Name, City, State”, or
“Produced in City, State”.

Selling Craft Items: Vendors and Artisans can sell homemade craft items at the
Defiance Farmers Market if they are a registered vendor and meet the standards of the
Crafting Committee which will be made up of at least 2 vendors and 8 A-C:

A. Homemade and handcrafted items not made from a kit

B. No flea market items are allowed

C. Animal products —vendor is responsible to adhere to all state and local laws

Vendor’s stand or vehicle shall exhibit producer’s name, city, and prices in a prominent
location for the customer.

Vendors must keep their stands, personnel and sales area clean and neat at all times.
At the end of your selling time please sweep up your spot. No foul language will be
tolerated. Vendors must remove all of their trash and residue when leaving the market.
If sales area requires cleaning after the vendor has left their spot, then the vendor will
be billed a minimum of $25 and possibly forbidden to participate in future market days.

Vendors are prohibited from having pets or other animals with them at the farmers
market. Vendors with service animals, guide/signal dogs, must keep the animal in an
area where it will not contaminate food or equipment. If the vendor provides care for
the service animal, they must wash their hands before handling unpackaged food or
food products.

It is the responsibility of the vendor to comply with Ohio laws regarding production and
sale of products.

Anyone not cooperating with the rules will be barred from the Defiance Farmers
Market.

Home produced baked goods may be sold. Vendors of home-produced goods are
considered Cottage Food Production Operations and must follow the guidelines of the
Ohio Department of Agriculture. The ODA website for this information is:
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/food-safety/resources/cottage-food
or call 614-728-6250.

Non-Profits are invited to hold a fund raiser on each Saturday of market. Each entity
may choose one day during the season for a free space. Products sold must follow the
above guidelines. To request a market space and date, please call James Myers at
419-410-7649.



16. Market treasurer has the authority to enforce market guidelines. If a valid appeal is
made, a final decision on policy will be made by a majority vote of the Defiance Farmers
Market Committee (NDFMC). The committee is made up of registered Defiance vendors
listed at the end of the rule and guideline page.

a. To file a complaint, you must see one of the committee members and state your
complaint in writing, which must be done after the market so that it does not
interfere with the selling of their products.

b. If a customer has a complaint about a vendor, they should address a committee
member so that they can go to the vendor they have an issue with and defuse the
problem and get it resolved.

C. After the committee reviews the complaint, we will look into the accusation and
determine if it is valid. We will correct the problem if we can confirm there is an
issue within 7 days of the complaint.

d. After the committee addresses the concern, we will let the person filing the
complaint know what the decision was and how we are correcting the issue (if there
was one). After the committee has made the correction or not, that complaint is
done and will not be addressed again unless there is a reoccurring offense
submitted again.

e. There will be no vendor confronting another vendor at market. If there is an issue
it needs to be addressed to a committee member so that it is address properly. If a
vendor does confront another vendor at market, it will be considered harassment
and you will be banned from the market for the remainder of the market season,
with no refund of the yearly dues.

17. Liability insurance is the responsibility of the vendor.

18. Vendors are responsible for all requirements for coupon redemptions for cash. Some
customer’s present coupons for payment from sponsoring agencies. Coupons include
but not limited to: Senior Citizen’s coupon sponsored by the NW Ohio Area Office on
Aging 419-382-0624, ext. 1623 or 1153, and Women Infant & Children (WIC) Coupons
sponsored by the Defiance County Health Dept. 419-784-3818.

19. Defiance Farmers Market vendors will yield their regular space to other groups using
mall property for other events. Dates may be added during the market season and
registered vendors will be notified.

20. By participating in the farmers market, the vendor agrees to adhere to the above
guidelines.



21. If you are setting up a tent, you must be able to weigh it down properly, or you will
not be allowed to set your tent up. (Use the proper amount of tent weights, or straps
and weights. Do not attach the tent to your table, as it is not enough to hold your tent
in place.)

22. You will need to sign the bottom of the rules and guidelines agreement before you can
set up for the 2024 Northtowne Defiance Farmers Market.

Questions or comments can be directed to any committee member which are:
James Myers (Treasurer)

Rexanna Sorg (Co-Treasurer)

Dale (Yackee Farm & Sales)

Alex Arnos

Rick Schlotterback

Tim Boldman

Michelle Watkins-Gonzales (extra if someone is absent)

By signing this you agree and understand the rules and guidelines. If you do not sign this
agreement, you will not be able to participate in the 2024 Northtowne Defiance Farmers
Market.

X Print Your Name

X Signature of Name

X Please Print Business Name
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